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                                                         Full Council

Tuesday 30th January 2024

Coleford Baptist Church

7.00 pm - 9.00pm

Minutes

Present: 

Cllr N Penny (Chair)
Cllr M Cox

Cllr P Kay

Cllr S Cox

Cllr K Robbins

Cllr M Beard

Cllr M Getgood

Cllr P Kyne

Laura-Jade Schroeder – Town Clerk

Laura Jayne – Assistant Clerk 

Candidates for item 7. Co-option:

Shaun Freeman

John Templeton

Rob Dix

Luke Edinborough

Ray Cotton
Members of the public:
Debbie Sturgess
Brian Logan
Roger Byard
1. Apologies were received from Cllrs R Drury, D Starr and H Lusty
2. To receive declarations of interest re: items on this agenda
None received.
3. To receive dispensation request
No new dispensation received.
4. Public Forum
Members of the public in attendance spoke under item 10. Poolway Farm planning application
5. To agree the minutes of 23 January 2024
Cllr P Kay proposed the minutes of 23rd of January, to be a true and accurate account. 
Cllr M Cox seconded. Cllr C Elsmore abstained from voting.

Members unanimously agreed.

A copy of the minutes were signed by the Chair as a true and accurate record.
6. Matters arising from the minutes of 23 January 2024

Page 4: Deadline passed for Cllr comments on CTC Health and Safety Policy.
7. To agree to the co-option of 1 councillor for Coleford Central Ward. Each candidate to address the Council for up to 2 minutes prior to Councillor ballot.
Cllr N Penny welcomed the 5 applicants to the meeting.

Each candidate took up to 2 minutes to address Council as to why they wished to become a Councillor.
The Town Clerk then distributed ballot papers with the 5 names listed, asking Cllrs to register their votes, anonymously. 
The Town Clerk collected the ballot papers and left the room with the Assistant Clerk, to formally undertake the counting of votes.

Cllr N Penny announced that R Dix was elected and thanked the other candidates that attended. 

The town clerk witnessed R Dix sign the declaration of acceptance. 

R Dix signed the Declarations of Acceptance of Office, in the Town Clerk’s presence, who also signed.

R Dix joined the meeting as a Councillor

8. Reports from District and County Councillors
Absence of report from District Cllr C Allaway-Martin
Apologies given from District Cllr I Whitburn, who is happy to receive feedback on this or any other District Council matters.
District Cllr C Elsmore informed Members of a fortnightly Local Plan meeting, noting that it needs to be completed as soon as possible.

Cllr C Elsmore also stated that there is to be a budget review meeting, with one of the main focuses being on Car parking charges. 
9. To agree Payments
No payments were presented.
10. To consider Planning application P1594/23/FUL / Poolway Farm, and make recommendations as necessary

Cllr N Penny handed the Chair to Cllr M Cox
CTC Planning Committee decided planning application P1594/23/FUL for Poolway Farm, needed to go to a Full Council due to the scale of development.
Debbie Sturgess (DS) shared a concern around the access to 3 footpaths; RCO6 AND RCO17, with RCO5. Stating that they need to be recognised and upheld.
Cllr M Cox read aloud an earlier email sent to CTC from DS around this matter. 

CTC note that the Public Rights of Way Officer, has objected twice. 
Brian Logan (BL) expressed concerns over whether the local amenities will be able to cater for 140 new houses, especially due to the Dilke hospital and Lydney hospital reducing their services and number of beds. Sewerage and drainage may also  become a problem.
BL stated that during peak school drop off and collection times, there are already many additional cars on the road, and the addition of a roundabout will only increase this traffic, 
especially when this traffic includes large HGV’s that increase delays at the main traffic lights crossroads. 
It was asked what considerations are being given with regards to the Coal Authorities objection re: mines and footings. 
Cllr M Cox summarised that the original application for 80 houses, had to be included as part of the settlement. After the Neighbourhood Development Plan was confirmed, applicants put in for another 60 houses. CTC objected and lost to Forest of Dean District (FoDDC). 

The original application for 90 houses is still in the works and from FoDDC point of view there have been no decisions. 
Cllr M Cox explained a number of planning terms to cllrs and members of the public, and made clear CTC’s role when commenting on planning applications. 
It was noted that the area to the North before reaching the green corridor, is vacant and there may be the indication to continue into this area.
There is currently no affordable housing allocated to this development. 

A viability report is to be sent in.
Cllr P Kay raised how CTC have requested an update to the traffic light system, with added cameras. 
Cllrs acknowledged that within the NDP, a housing development had to be accepted, therefore there is now the need to ensure mitigation is in place, due to the scale of the development and the impact on the infrastructure. 

Positive points were raised about the development; how it’s heavily biased towards smaller homes, which may address affordable housing needs. The 55+ element for those that may want a slower life. There are a number of trees across the development, which have a positive impact on the environment. 
A concern is that the LEAP is at the lowest point of the site and will inevitably end up under water during heavy rain. 
The addition of the new GP surgery will also have an impact on foul and surface water. 
S106 towards improvements works, re. traffic lights. 

Cllr P Kay suggested requesting Section106 monies for health, noting that Coleford does not currently have a Dentist. 

Site levels dip on Glos rd, raising rd surface .45 of a meter. Concern. 

Meeting was suspended at 19.58
BL added that it is not just Gloucester Road, that will increase with traffic but that it will have a knock on effect at Coalway crossroads and Broadwell, two dangerous junctions. 

Meeting resumed 20.04
Recommendation: Coleford Town Council objects on the reasons put forward. CTC to supply information with caveat that should the mitigation considerations be addressed, CTC would be minded to give approval. 

Proposed Cllr N Penny, seconded Cllr P Kyne, Unanimously agreed.
Cllr N Penny re-took the Chair

Cllr N Penny thanked Cllr M Cox, the Planning Committee, and the public for their attendance.
Cllr M Cox to work with office to determine final letter sent to FODDC.
11. To adopt the Health and Safety Policy
Deferred from Full Council meeting on the 23rd of January, to allow for members to feed in with any comments. 
No further amendments proposed. It was proposed:
Recommendation: to adopt the Health and Safety Policy

Proposed Cllr P Kay, seconded Cllr M Beard, Cllr K Robbins and M Getgood abstained

All other Members agreed.
12. To receive update re: Office move
Cllr N Penny informed those in the room of the imminent office move, stating that the lease has not yet been signed, due to awaiting final feedback from solicitors.
Once the lease is signed we can progress with the refurbishment.
Meeting scheduled with Mr Clive Bath on Friday. 

13. To consider Clock Tower drainage survey quotes
Town clerk informed Members that 2 of the 3 companies asked came back with costs.

DHVA propose to go with Just Surveys at £300.00, plus VAT. 
The other option was £480.00, plus VAT. 

Recommendation: to accept the quote that DHVA suggests, to not engage until results from topographical survey have been received.
Proposed Cllr M Beard, seconded Cllr K Robbins, Cllr R Dix abstained.

All other Members agreed. 
14. To agree next steps re: recruitment of Administrative Assistant 
The Town Clerk summarised that 12 applications were received for the Administrative Assistant position. 

It was suggested that 1 or 2 Councillors were to join the Town Clerk on the recruitment panel. 

Cllr P Kay and M Getgood volunteered to be on the panel. 
Interviews agreed to be held as soon as possible, in order to bring a recommendation to February Full Council.   
Consider delegating authority to F&AM Committee, to take a decision based on the interview panel. 

Recommendation: for a decision to be made by F&AM Committee, upon recommendation of the interview panel.
     Cllr M Beard proposed, Cllr M Cox seconded. Unanimously agreed. 

15. To receive update on the progress of the complaint, and make recommendations as necessary
Cllr M Cox, as investigating officer, updated Members that the complainer is indisposed and so the process will be suspended until this has changed. 
Meeting end: 8.22pm
Laura-Jade Schroeder     Town Clerk & RFO

Laura Jayne               Assistant Clerk
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